MINUTES OF EDDY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
EDDY COUNTY COURTHOUSE
APRIL 2, 2024, 8:00 A.M.

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by James Allmaras, Chairperson. Also present were Commissioners Glenda Collier and Dave Gehrtz; and State’s Attorney, Ashley Lies.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the agenda. Dave Gehrtz seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Dave Gehrtz made a motion to approve the March 5, 2024 Meeting Minutes. Glenda Collier seconded the motion, all were in favor. Motion carried. 

After review of the financials and expenditure and revenue budgets for the month of March 2024, a motion was made by Glenda Collier to approve both the financials and budgets. The motion was seconded by Dave Gehrtz. All were in favor, motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk158277638]Dave Gehrtz made a motion to approve the following bills, it was seconded by Glenda Collier. Roll call vote: Glenda Collier, James Allmaras, and Dave Gehrtz voted aye. The motion carried. 

	
	

	Bartons Bus and Auto Sales
	15,000.00

	Briss Oil Co
	224.00

	Central City H2o
	25.50

	CenDak Cooperative
	1,380.84

	City of Sheyenne
	110.10

	Do It Best
	64.72

	Michelle Gilley
	131.93

	Information Technology Dept
	946.90

	Interstate Engineering Inc
	4,677.50

	Lake Region Law Enforcement
	1,575.00

	Meehan Machine
	506.41

	Micks 281 Service
	138.04

	Material Testing Service LLC
	21,300.00

	ND Public Employees Retirement
	22,477.18

	ND Recorders Association
	200.00

	ND Telephone Co
	878.58

	ND Weed Control Association
	285.00

	Napa Auto Parts
	80.90

	NoDak Electric Cooperative
	62.18

	Northern Plains Electric Coop
	261.00

	Otter Tail Power Co
	2,063.56

	Linderman Construction, Inc.
	2,000.00

	Perleberg Convenience Store
	46.00

	Pharmchem Inc
	31.95

	Pitney Bowes Global Financial
	201.00

	Scott Reis
	675.00

	Rockin Fitness
	500.00

	Stutsman Co Correction Ctr
	2,900.00

	Transcript Publishing
	259.00

	Payroll
	71,002.08

	Electronic Federal Tax Pay Sys
	23,434.80

	Aflac
	145.21

	ND Public Employees Retirement
	1,989.00

	ND Public Employees Retirement
	15,027.50

	Colonial Life
	461.25

	Ameritas Life Insurance Corp
	229.48

	Ag Communications
	7.00

	Auto Value Carrington
	628.00

	Bank Forward
	27.30

	Elan Financial Services
	227.09

	Carrington Motor
	299.00

	Cash and Carry Lumber
	485.32

	Central City H2o
	55.00

	Central Plains Water District
	56.00

	Cenex Fleetcard
	522.75

	Ck Construction, LLC
	36,643.66

	Code 4 Services
	12,106.55

	Glenda Collier
	105.94

	Cooperstown Plumbing and Wells
	972.30

	City of Sheyenne
	4,119.20

	City of New Rockford
	38,540.21

	New Rockford City Park Dist.
	44,933.46

	Do It Best
	284.97

	Eddy County Council on Aging
	768.34

	Eddy County Treasurer
	5,912.00

	Esri, Inc
	460.00

	Garrison Div. Cons District
	736.64

	Tiffany Harr
	79.06

	HR Collaborative
	99.00

	Insure Forward
	122.00

	Leaf
	346.00

	Linderman Construction Inc
	2,546.51

	Montana Dakota Utilities Co
	1,637.60

	NDACO Resources Group
	3,763.00

	Dept Of Transportation
	9,347.78

	Nd State University
	115.00

	Nelson Auto Center
	45,604.06

	New Rockford Utility Services
	231.78

	Oak Creek Drain
	843.98

	Opdahl Enterprise
	35,819.25

	Otter Tail Power Co
	51.42

	Quill Corporation
	93.84

	RDO Equipment Co
	501.45

	Dakota Prairie Pub School
	4,924.71

	New Rockford Sheyenne School
	51,475.81

	Midkota School
	4,293.12

	Warwick School
	2,769.53

	Becki Schumacher
	449.32

	The Sidwell Company
	3,190.00

	Softchoice Corporation
	2,414.36

	Soil Conservation
	1,608.90

	State Treasurer
	560.01

	Transcript Publishing
	649.50

	Paradise Township
	428.01

	Cherry Lake Township
	545.68

	Columbia Township
	562.70

	Pleasant Prairie Township
	693.68

	Superior Township
	559.78

	Rosefield Township
	3,680.15

	Colvin Township
	960.22

	Lake Washington Township
	816.44

	Tiffany Township
	552.52

	Sheldon Township
	761.97

	New Rockford Township
	878.69

	Munster Township
	518.60

	Freeborn Township
	900.07

	Eddy Township
	510.12

	Hillsdale Township
	414.16

	Bush Township
	749.97

	Gates Township
	575.01

	Grandfield Township
	673.88

	Uniform Center
	5.00

	Water Resource
	491.70

	Casey Weber
	200.00

	Patty Williams
	350.00

	
	

	
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]Road Superintendent, Todd Weber reported that one-fourth of the 911 signage has been ordered. There was discussion on if the funds will come out of the Highway Department for the signs. It was suggested to use county road funds to cover the expense of the signs. Weber discussed financing of the Brantford Highway. The County currently is levying 10 mills for County Road & Bridge, any increase would require a public vote. Prairie Dog funds can be used for County Road Infrastructure, however cannot be used as a pledge for funds.  Weber reported that the intern program he was trying to utilize did not work out. Weber will consider hiring high school help for the summer. 

[bookmark: _Hlk163561315]Michelle Gilley presented the Commissioners with a garden project design at the Extension office. Also presenting was Tiffany Munson and Shirley Myhre on behalf of the Extension office and 4-H. Funding needs were discussed for the growing 4-H program, specifically a need for additional pens for livestock, estimated at $6,200. The static building needs a remodel in order to be used for a year-round meeting facility, archery in winter, shooting sports, etc. The Extension Office staff is actively seeking funds in the community, and it was noted that Eddy County cannot contribute financially directly to 4-H.  Gilley requested a letter of support from the Commissioners to attest to the funding needs of future projects. 
At 9:00 A.M. Chairperson Allmaras opened the Public Hearing scheduled regarding the Resolution to Redesignate County Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Offices to Appointed. 

Monty Schaefer, a member of the Upper Sheyenne Joint Water Resource Board addressed the Commission with concerns and questions regarding funding and jurisdiction on the Red Bridge Crossing in Freeborn Township. Schaefer gave a brief history on the Red Bridge Crossing and reported that the State may have funding available to improve the crossing, but would need a perpetual easement agreement in place. This agreement would be between the landowners who own the land that the existing road is on (both to the North and to the South of the Red Bridge) and Freeborn Township. Schaefer will continue to report information to the Commissioners as developed. 

Old Business:
The possible relocation of Julie Schrock Veterans Services Office was discussed. Schrock was not present at the meeting but had a proposal ready for consideration.  Schrock’s written proposal included   the option of a mobile office, allowing her access to files and information during office closures and outside of normal business hours. Schrock requested a lap top and docking station as the equipment needed to support veterans with fewer barriers. The equipment will alleviate the need for an office remodel.  Dave Gehrtz made a motion to approve the equipment needed for Schrock to have a mobile office. Glenda Collier seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.

The Old County Shop in Sheyenne was briefly discussed, SA Lies will look into options and report back in May. No action taken.

Home Inspector Licensing/Contracting was discussed. Glenda Collier may have a lead on an Independent Building Contractor that will be willing to work part time, possibly partnering with the City of New Rockford to fulfill the area’s requirements. Will continue discussion at Regular May Meeting. 

New Business:
Dave Gehrtz made a motion to approve the Resolution for Eddy County to affirm to North Dakota Public Employees Retirement System that Eddy County is formed pursuant to N.D.C.C. §11-01 and is neither a non-profit nor a for-profit corporation, to join the NDPERS Group Life plan and offer the plan to all eligible employees of the Eddy County. Glenda Collier seconded the motion.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the Local Gaming Permit for Circle Trail Riders, Inc. Dave Gehrtz seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the Fairgrounds Lease Agreement for the Howard-Schuster Wedding October 4-6, 2024. Dave Gehrtz seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the Election Worker Resolution and the Election Inspector Appointment Resolution. Dave Gehrtz seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to continue to support the North Central Planning Council and the SBDC.  Dave Gehrtz seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion carried.

Dave Gehrtz made a motion to close and adjourn the Public Hearing and the Regular Meeting at 9:30 A.M. Glenda Collier seconded. All were in favor. Public Hearing and Regular Meeting adjourned.
  
The next regular meeting will be May 7,2024, at 8:00 A.M.



						____________________________________________
ATTEST:						James F. Allmaras, Chairperson


____________________________________
Becki Schumacher, Interim Auditor
