MINUTES OF EDDY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
EDDY COUNTY COURTHOUSE
AUGUST 1, 2023, 8:30 A.M.

The meeting was called to order by Dave Gehrtz, Chairperson. Also present were Commissioner Glenda Collier, Commissioner James Allmaras, Auditor Patty Williams, States Attorney Ashley Lies, and Nathan Price, New Rockford Transcript. 

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the agenda, and the motion was seconded by Dave Gehrtz. The motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 5, 2023, meeting. James Allmaras seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

After review of the financials and expenditure and revenue budgets for the month of July 2023, a motion was made by Dave Gehrtz to approve both the financials and budgets. The motion was seconded by James Allmaras, and the motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the following bills, and it was seconded by James Allmaras. Roll call vote: Collier, Gehrtz, and Allmaras voted aye.

	Aflac Inc
	
	
	254.75

	Kathy Anderson
	
	
	25.96

	AT&T Mobility
	
	
	754.15

	Axon Enterprise Inc
	
	402.50

	Butler Machinery Company
	1,051.03

	CenDak Cooperative
	
	3,752.00

	Cenex Fleetcard
	
	
	351.61

	City of Sheyenne
	
	
	110.10

	Dauenhauer Diesel Repair
	3,730.99

	Jerome Gibson
	
	
	200.00

	Grafix Shoppe
	
	
	291.99

	Information Technology Dept
	857.00

	Lake Region District Health Unit
	16,659.00

	Lake Region Law Enforcement
	1,776.73

	Linde Gas Equipment Inc
	349.43

	Melinda Martin
	
	
	27.41

	Micks 281 Service
	
	
	642.60

	ND Public Employees Retirement
	22,974.38

	ND State Radio Communications
	120.00

	ND Telephone Co
	
	
	1,178.63

	Napa Auto Parts
	
	
	2,093.07

	Nodak Electric Cooperative
	53.03

	Northern Plains Electric Coop
	261.00

	Office of Attorney Gen - 1250
	150.00

	Otter Tail Power Co
	
	955.27

	Linderman Construction, Inc.
	1,700.00

	Perleberg Convenience Store
	814.42

	Rockford Plumbing and Heating
	217.94

	Rockin Fitness
	
	
	500.00

	The Sidwell Company
	
	1,696.58

	Stutsman Co Correction Ctr
	2,250.00

	Neecie Swart
	
	
	200.00

	Team Lab
	
	
	1,716.00

	Transcript Publishing
	
	39.00

	Troy Nelson Inc
	
	
	693.05

	Warren Implement Inc
	
	234.22

	Payroll
	
	
	62,202.18

	Central Plains Water District
	
	75.38

	Electronic Federal Tax Pay Sys
	19,876.93

	Aflac Inc
	
	
	214.88

	ND Public Employees Retirement
	14,098.24

	Colonial Life
	
	
	461.25

	Ameritas Life Insurance Corp
	293.29

	Quill Corporation
	
	
	30.97

	Aflac Inc
	
	
	254.75

	New Rockford Com Ambulance
	83,307.83

	McHenry Ambulance
	
	
	9,256.43

	Bank Forward
	
	
	27.40

	Elan Financial Services
	
	1,198.95

	Cash and Carry Lumber
	
	481.11

	Central Business Systems Inc
	311.78

	Chenze Construction
	
	132.00

	Coban Technologies Inc
	
	1,225.00

	City of Sheyenne
	
	
	74.76

	City of New Rockford
	
	3,018.54

	New Rockford City Park Dist
	378.27

	Eddy County Treasurer
	
	4,398.00

	Garrison Div Cons District
	283.73

	Golden West Industrial Supply
	351.36

	Interstate Engineering Inc
	1,437.18

	Kim Johnson
	
	
	250.00

	Leaf
	
	
	219.50

	Montana Dakota Utilities Co
	153.38

	ND Association of Counties
	60.00

	NDACo Resources Group
	
	1,370.00

	Dakota Prairie Pub School
	1,270.64

	New Rockford Sheyenne School
	1,164.12

	Warwick School
	
	
	509.53

	Soil Conservation
	
	
	356.31

	SPX Aids to Navigation
	
	5,958.44

	State Treasurer
	
	
	68.91

	TK Innovations LLC
	
	6,625.00

	Township Payouts
	
	
	50,825.45

	Viking Electric
	
	
	44.00


OLD BUSINESS:

The bill received from Interstate Engineering, Inc. for plans for the Sheyenne County shop in the amount of $8,790 was discussed. Dave Gehrtz made a motion to approve the bill for payment, and it was seconded by Glenda Collier. The motion carried.

The boundary survey and certificate of survey map of the south line of the SW1/4 and the west line of Section 36, T150N, R64W in Hillsdale Township was reviewed. This survey was performed by Tamarac Land Surveying, LLC to fulfill the agreement made with Attorney Joshua Wolfe, Ohnstad Twichell, P.C., addressing concerns about the improvements made to this section line road.

There were ten applications received for the road sign position. There was no decision made, and it will be discussed again at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ashley Peterson, Administrator, Lake Region District Health Unit, explained their 2024 budget request in the amount of $75,480.

Tanya Munson, Business Manager, and Angie Hopfauf, Ambulance Manager, New Rockford Community Ambulance Service, explained their 2024 budget request in the amount of $92,350.

Merita Aldayel, Eddy County Museum & Historical Society, gave an update on the improvements made at the museum and explained their 2024 budget request in the amount of $12,805.

Julie Shrock, Veterans Service Officer, gave an update and explained her 2024 budget request in the amount of $27,956.

Stuart Richter, City of New Rockford President, presented new plans for the runway, taxiway, and apron rehabilitation project at the airport with an estimated cost of $2.1 million. The ND Aeronautics Commission will cover between 60% and 70% of this cost. The City is requesting assistance from the County in funding the remaining amount, split equally between the City and County. The Commissioners will be asking for input from County residents before making any decision.
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The ND Association of Counties Convention will be held in Bismarck, ND, on October 8-10, 2023.

The Commissioners reviewed the donation request letter received from the Safe Alternatives for Abused Families. After receiving input from Ashley Lies, States Attorney, as to their presence in court, Glenda Collier made a motion to make no donation. The motion was seconded by Dave Gehrtz, and the motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the Lease Agreement with Gretchen Berglund and Keegan Anderson for a wedding reception at the fairgrounds on September 2, 2023. James Allmaras seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the Special Permits to Sell Alcoholic Beverages at Special Event at Designated Premises with Hanson’s Bar for wedding receptions on August 12, 2023, and September 23, 2023. James Allmaras seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

The letter received from Doug Goehring, Agriculture Commissioner, regarding noxious weed complaints was reviewed. This letter was passed on to Corey Longnecker, who is a member of the Eddy County Weed Board. The Commissioners discussed ideas on how to address these concerns including putting a Commissioner on the Weed Board and the possibility of sharing a weed officer with a surrounding County. 

The Commissioners discussed the sale of a 10-acre tract in the NW1/4 of Section 36, T150N, R66W that the County currently owns. Ashley Lies, States Attorney, informed the Commission that if the value is less than $1,000, it can be sold at private sale. If the value is $1,000 or more, it must be sold at a public sale either by auction or as sealed bids. The value of this tract will be brought to the next meeting, and it will be discussed further as to how to proceed.

The Eddy County Zoning Committee’s recommendation to amend the 2017 Eddy County Zoning Ordinance adding the Eddy County Model “B” Flood Plain Ordinance was reviewed. Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the recommendation, and it was seconded by James Allmaras. The motion carried.

Ashley Lies, States Attorney, explained her 2024 budget request.

Kristy O’Connor, Tax Director, explained her 2024 budget request.

Glenda Collier made a motion to approve the 2024 preliminary budget, and it was seconded by James Allmaras. The motion carried. The budget hearing was set for 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 3, 2023.

Dave Gehrtz, Chairperson, adjourned the meeting at 11:48 A.M.

The next regular meeting will be September 5, 2023, at 8:30 A.M.



						____________________________________________
ATTEST:						Dave Gehrtz, Chairperson



____________________________________
Patty Williams, Auditor
